PART  II
TEN YEARS AFTER, 1936
IN the good old times., when even the siege of
a city took a decade, no Cassandra would
have expected any appreciable percentage of the
unpleasantnesses she had prophesied to come
about within ten years. But nowadays the times
move faster, and such happenings as the decay
of civilization and the decline of the British
Empire may make noticeable progress in ten
years. They may be traceable in XI. The Crash,
XIL The Decline of Democracy, XIIL The
Decline of Sea-Power, XIV. The Disintegration
of the British Empire, XV. The Decay of British
Influence, XVI. The Abyssinian Fiasco, XVII.
The Collapse of the League of Nations, and
XVIIL The Decline of the Birth-rate.
XI.   THE CRASH
THE Crash was of course inevitable, and had
been prophesied for years, especially by Sir
George Paish. It was the only possible outcome
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